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The INSITER js published By Vernon L. McCain, ¢/eo Vestern Unien.
Logg, l1daho, intended, after 2 manner of speaking for ths 2TEh 1
Mailing, but not really as I juet wrote Wrai Ballara sboot zn sur
ago telling him to put me en the wziting liet, =nd inasxroch sz 2
waiting list is far henlthier than the first tims I joiwned Si232
expect this will be reaching you several mailings laterz, along with
various other issue=s produced in-between, As I said tc Vrai, I am

not one to be hampered by such mundsne triyvialities as wtw*!“b sLists
so I shall proceed 1o start pubbing 8APSzines immediately even if
.SAPS does hawe soime silly rule which prevents thsm from heing circula-

ted.
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The SAPSish (and vice versa) Career of a Sapient S=v

So I bérurwe a fan. Don't ask me why, but I did. Sorner or lat-
er everyore oomiaite an irr-~tional act, .

ind, as “ime passed by. and my tenure mounted Lo almonet a full
vear in fandom, I attendecd the INORWVESCON, There I msi one Walter
Coslet, At this late date I hardly remember the deteile bt he man-
aged to convey the informatisn fnat he wae, at thet tim=; simlhan-
eouddy 0,6, ¢cf poth FAPA =ndé S4Y3; that FAPA wae move hzed up for
memhers than at any time at it~ history and that an appliceat could
become 2 member after waiting just one mailing at most, prob~bly. imme-
diately, And while FAPA was hard-up, SAPS was downright dewsparateg
There was no quecstion of perhaps having to woit one mailing there,

Well, being a timid shy soul at heart I was f=r too impressed
with the majesty of FAPA (looking back I zen't recall hearing =any-
thing particularly imprescive about it up to that time but I was
impresced anyway) to even consider thrusting myself upon that aug-
ust body without knowing more about aj than I did then, However, I
was in ihe process af launching a subzine and, with visions of bound-
less timeg felt after the first issue or so 1I'd be ready to take gn
both apas. Being considerably less Impressed with SAPS I gave Cos=
‘'wal my name for it, on the =pot, and said I'd probably =pvnly for mem-
bership in FAPA later,

So it came to pas=, My first SAPS mailing was the one distrib-
uted in October of 1950 and my first FAPA one was received in Febmu-
ary of 1951, GCAPS both enthused me and failed to impress me, I was
snxious to get into the swim of SAPSpubbing but I was highly unim-
pressed by the typiceal SAPSzine, Meanwhile my subzine had run inte
difficulties, The Post Office didn't like a satire on dianetics write
ten by a 60 year old grandmmther (no¥w a grest-granémmither) named Rory
Faullmer, This discouraged me tremendcusly and to all intents and
purposes ended my career as a subzine publisher, I have since igsued
quite a few issues of various publications to be distributed in various
ways hut hove yet to charge for any of them, Attempting to salvage.



ffort I deleted the offending item and cir oulated this
f-vr’ulg } SAEH,
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Shortly therenfter I moved to Bugene, Oregon and, somewhat
against my will was introduced to the delights of lettermnress, -
printing, My original intention was to print illustrntidns.a a
a2 few speelal items of this issue and mimés the rect, il TS S11A
would be distributed . both through SAPS and FAPA and aLso fr=2 o
non-apaneg sufficiently interested to vrife in’ requentlng it, But
the lure of printing w=s too much, Other Treproduction methods are
a means to an end, Printing is an end inw itself and I was soon so
infatuzsed with the process that I abandoned ell thougkts of mime=-
°gr3thO oy :

~ But when yeuw handset type it is a slow precess and I &14 net
h-ve the next issue ready for the SAPS mailing, I did esmplete it
for the FAPA mailing = month later but such ecireulation invalidated
- 4¢ for SAPS, After the heady thrill of printing I was no longer .
~willing to return to mimeography and for variBus reasons it was
§rpractical  to produce another issue in time for the next SAPS
mailing., Since the succeeding SAPS mailings impressed me even less
than the first one and suffered all the more in comparison to FAP&
I decided to let my membership lapse; inasmuch as it appeared about
to, anyway, it wasn't a hard decision, Az it turned out Eney overe
looked expzlling me for three months after he should but my intere
est had wened o the point where I no longer wag particularly inters
entéd in remaining in SATS,

However, I had sent the FAPA issue of the magazine to each
SAP who had revied#ed the first one, on the theory “hat this was
the same as writing a letter, Thus Wrai Ballavrd received it, He
was the only SAP.who acknradred receipt (by a2 review of it in
his next SAPSzine, of all thngs) so he was ﬂhe only S£P to also
receive ths third issuve, ' Taat one brought no responge but Ballard
‘was already advanceqd f;om.guat the n=me of the proprietor of the
NFFF's manuscript bure~u, in my mind, to one of the pecple with
whom I didn't COTTF“HO“H out whe was worth sending sample copies
of magazin-s to,

Thus came abcut a relationship which has proved most reWarding
much of the time and a bit exasperating at the moment. About a year
and a2 half ago I was forc2d to leave Zugene and thereupcn siarted
a magazine which was availhble only by trade, I offered to trade
with SiPSzines and a nunber %took me up on it, but as of the moment
only G.II,Carr 2nd Ballard remain on my b|ad1ng list; all the rest
dropped from SAPS or quit honoring the ti~ding arrangement

Ballard responded to the first issvs, with a long letter,
ahead of anyone else, I printed the letter almost in full and
since then it has been 2 rare letter coiumn which hasn't had some
excerpt from Wrai's letters, I moon ceme to value Wrai's corres-
pondence and friencship highly, but there was a wmcrcensary side to
it. Unlike my previous publications whicn had Toajured others as
much as po~sibie and where I had attcupted to remaln in the back-
ground, this magazine vas 90% written by me, In his first letter
Wrai said this tenzine reminded him very much of /a typiesl SAPS- -
zine (which I courteousiy chose to ignore 31nce:he didn't seem to
.intend it as an insult) and subgebted I rejoin SAPS, 1 replied
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that SAPS nn longer interested me, and that spnarsntiy saded Hhed,

I say apparently because this wary lMachiavelilan character
nxl from the open. pleins of Borth Dakota, like Winston Churchill,
refuses to take 'Np! for an answer, -Sandwiched into bpare paris
of his long letters were plugs for SAPS and why he preferred it te
FAPA, In OUTSIDERS, which I was receiving as an exchange, were
similar pieces of propeganda, In order to brezk down my morale,
he boasted openly of his vprevious conquests, of the many current
SAPS whose membership was directly tracable to his percisicnce, some
of whomm had been nersistently anti-SAPS at the start.

My emotions at this treatment, which stretched over a peried
of a year and a half, were, I'11l admit, varied, There was amusement
at his futile persistence; guilt at allowing him to exmesnd so much

. effort needlessly: smugness, when viewing his disgadvaniage in tirying

~

to argue SAPS versns FAPA; even an occasional thougnt that somelimé
in three or four years when I wae living in one place, had a good
fast mimeo, and plenty of time, I might even rejoin, althouga vhis
was just & pasging fancy, one I never took serinusly.

But even the ruggedest have weak spots and evidently my impen-
etrable (or apparently so) exterior was beginning to have a wearinge
dewn effect on Wrai, himself, Finally he played his last desperate
trump, With no advance warning he announced he was mailing me the
next SAPS mailing in exfhange for which I wacs to send him the FAPA
mailings; he gave a long lict of reasons why he was doing this. but
earefully omitted to mention any idea of trying to recruit me thus,
Phe first mailing he sent me was the 25th mniling, I responded in
a long letter pointing out, that while ihere wos some improvement,
this was 2till pretty much the same org=nization as in 1950 and while
I was not averse to receiving and reading the mailings it simply
wasn't worth the effort, for one of my present temperament and inte
erests, to join., Yot only was the return far lees than that of FAPA
but SAPS had an unholy topheavy set of arbitrary and unrezsonably

hampering rules which contrasted strongly with “he havpy anarchy *type
M

feal of FAPA,

In fact, I dissected the mailing with a fine tooth comb showing
Rim examples of what 1I'd been saying for the last year and a half,
as to wvhy SAPS offered so much less than ¥FAPA, I must have gotten
through to some sensitive points because I received an impassioned
defense of SAPS (in a much more ceriovs tone than anything he'd preve
iously sent me) in the next lstter, However, just a Tew days later
came the 26th mailing, 3

And 1 was hoeoked.

After all my asvagange about my lask of atitvaetien $o SAPS this
swept me eeompletely off my feet, Not ¢the quantity angle, This is
impre=sive, I admit, but leaves me sadly unimpressed, As I repeatede
ly teld Wrai quantity is foar less important than qu=lity and the faet
that the average SAT produces more material annually than the average
FAPAn «ignifyes nothing, But for the Tirst time I found mvseli gaz~
ing B upon a SAPS which had both, I can't re2lly belisve Wrai
planned it that way., Not being one of the SAPS prophets he cevid
hardly have fcreseen the quality of the 24ih mailing or the *remane
dous Impact ive contrast with the 25th vonld make upon me, 3vt, alibi
though I try, I can'h get swav from the i~cht that he fin=lly hooked
me,



Se now I'm in SAPS.

Well, I'm not actually in SAPS, not at this writing anywa
(whieh ie Deeember 27, 1953) but I will be by the time you rea
this,

However, ene thing bothers me about SAPS. It is diffiecult to
piek up any SAPSzine and not find some mort of derogatory reference
to PAPA in it, Let me hasten te explain that as a FAPAn this doesn't

bether me in the gl idghtest, It's been going on ever cii~-= I was in
SAPS and prob=bly from the start (I believe SAPS wao= nuioi il ¢rew
ated as a protest against certain policies of FATA; zid D= poeer con-.
tinuing since as I saw in copies of SAPSzines tha{ cezme wy wuyy, Have
ing had a ghance to examine both apa's and having chc:an FAPse L dsn' g

teke these attacks seriously, not even the perhaps 20% whish are not:
digguized as humor, But as a newly returned member of SAPS I do izke
tkem seriously, And what I want to know is why does SAPS have such  an
1nferlornty complex?

I am reminded of a letter I received recently from a friend in
the R.A.F'. He was commenting on how f¢w friends the British have
in Buropes genuine friends, that is, He mentioned various countries
and their various hatreds and resentments from previous time which
they still harbour toward the British, My friend commented that it
wag more stimuiating than otherwise.,...he knew as long as they felt
that way that “te lion hadn't lost its teeth and could st71l1 raar‘
that it put a soring in his step and "mokes me 'be Britiskh'",

Or to draw a cles er parallel we all know, have seen, or read of
cases where yoll have two brothers; the older well balanced and adjuse-
ted,self-sufficient, and successful; the younger with different int-
erests and talents, perhaps even more brilliant in his own way than
the older, but resentful and unhappy. always trying to top his brothe
er in the fields he is successful in, always unsure of himself, given
to outbursts of criticism and attempte to tear down his brother in
the eyes of others (in the better-run families, of course, it is all
handled as a joke), and most of all, an inability to get off the sube
Jeet of his brother; he is unable to ignore the one to whomx he feels:
inferior, while hig brother pays no more attention to him than would
be normal, goes about his business without letting the younger brother
worry him unduly,

To me, this zseems a very close approximation of the relation-
ship between FAPA and SAPS, As a FAPAn it doesn't worry me, VWhy
should it, FAPA long ago proved itself and is probably the most
thoroughly entrenched and successful outgrowth of the entire move-
ment of fandom, But as a member of SAPS it does bother me, It was
perhaps underctandable in the o0ld days when SAPS gtill hzad fresh mem=-
ories of the rebellion against FAPA and when there was such a huze
difference between the quality of aetivity in the two groups, But
much of that has vanished, During the last year or so FAPA hasg
suffered a decresse in average quality; the best FAPAzines are just
as good as ever, With the exception of F, Towner Laney; none of the
old-standby inner circle have dropped oui, A, number of the retter
semi-~active ones have and for =ome reasony unlike the sixth fandom
period FAPA has been attraeting all the young-inexperience REids wheo
formerly tried their wings in SAPS first.- In the meantime SAPS has
taken tremendous strides, This 26th mailing is powerful evidence of
the fact, Mueh of the gap hetween the two.apa's has been elose, I'3}



5till take FAPL first, in my choice, but it iw no longer a foreoonv
conclusion that that will be the autometic firxst reaction of =rmwine,

This bonstant anti=TFAPA propaganda, even though most 2% . =
supposed to be humorous, doesn't harm FAPA in the slightest; but it
does hurt SAPS,

With the exception of 2 few biapans one seldem heaes SAPS men-
tioned in ¥APA, hut everybody talks about FAPA in SAPS, Offhand in
the past couple of years I can recall cnly two even partially deroge-
atoby comments made about SAPS in FAPA, One I made myself; thexre is
a tendency among several biapans to constantly detail how much hetter
they think SATS is,....the chief idea presumably being to lure IAPAns
into SAPS, Wren eventually this oleaginous flattery got thick enouy
to be nauseous I stuck in a brief and pungent comment on what had
been my reaction to SAPS during my brief tenure, Since it caused
a somewhat violent reaction from Richard Eney I think berhaps I'd
* Just as well not repeat it at this time, Tne other came from Harx)
Warner about the same time who commented that since SAPS birth trer.
had been recruiting efforts in FAPA and he wondered if they'd ever
actually gotten anyone to join, that as far as he knew they'd beer
fruitless. Yelther Harry nor I were going out of our way to slam
SAPS, howeVFr; the statements were triggered by pro-SAPSians, The
last exdmrple ¢f really anti-SAPS reaction I can recall in FAPA occur-
red in the summer of 1951 when someone or other got the bright idea
of merging the groups, As far as I could judge, most ¢ FAPA didn’+%
mind in the slightest if SAPS was absorbed by us (we wers'% in tho
least worritdd about being ahsorbed), Only F. Towner Lanav. then
Pregident, oppdsed it and he did so very stronzly on grouwnds T Aon:
remenber now, While I was no longer in SAPS, I understand their wog
& far more violent reaction on this side,

"I think perhaps SAPiang can apprcciate FAPAg viewpoint cn the
whole thing better if they consider thefe is row a third apa (or at
least there is at the time of this writing, It may have fTolded %y
the time this appeara). I kxnow very little about this group but the
very naune of it gives some indication that a certain amount of envy
and bitterness went into its formation, I think both FAPAns and
SAPS will agree that their is no visible pressing need for another
apa at this woint. That being the case it WOqldn't be at all sur-
prising if their is a strong anti-Fapa/Saps movement within this
“third group, At the start it will undoubtedly take the form of
bitter diatribes (all this is hypothetical, understand) and later
be gradually converted to humorous asidez about rnow horritle thns
other two groups are, In fact, I rather iragii.s SAPS will bear
the he~viea?t fireg b=2ing = mere dirent comu=*1m . Now if this
should happen, wouid this a~trally boiier you ay 2 SAP? Ask your-
self, I think the answer will bhe o shwvg ol ths shoulders and a
"Why should it; if they want to waste their time that way, let *them,
It certeiniv. doesn't hurt us any." ' I hardiy think your reaction will
be to starc including cracks at 7TAPA in any humcz~ns sketches you
may write. Well, that is FATA's reaction to the fuss in SAPS,

You may think that since I am a FAPAn and writing this, that
it ha. zotten under the skin of at lea<t one FAPAn, But I would nev-
er have considered writing this for FAPA or a subzine as long as I
was a non-SAPS. The problem didn't bother me in the slightest until
I decided to rejoin SAPS, Then it started bothering me as an unheal=-



thy sigm,

SAPS definitely has advantages of ite own. Just beeause Y
object to sertain of SAPS rules and think the advantages they
bring is overrated does not mean I am blind to.the fact they are
advantages,

SAPS is a more .personal apa and the fact that people are
required to produce more does have a salutary effect, Of course,
as I pointed out to Ballard FAPA achieves a similar effect on a
voluntary tasis but that does not belong in this discussion,

At the moment biapans are at about the lowest point in history.
This is a golden opportunity.for SAPS to develop an individuality,
a separatensss £xwm of personality from FAPA, SAPS has a number
of extremely.able and competent menbers who do not belong to FAPA,
These peoples talents are exclusively used for SAPS....and several
of the biapans are among FAPABs most falued members,

There is no longer any reason for SAPS to have an inferiority
complex toward FAPA, And I, for one, think if SAPS weuld start
worrying about just how good it ban be, r~ther than how mueh worse
FAPA is, SAPS might actuqlly'becogg better than FAPA,

: In the meantime, I believe I am assuming a position left

vacant since Redd Boggs wxited SAPS: that of a SAP who admittedly

" prefers FAPA, The present. list of biapans includes two outspoken
SAPS-firsters, G,li.Carr and Richard Eney, I have never heard Art
Rapp express an opinion but he hay certainly been far more active

in SAPS since I hove on the scene s1mu1taneously with his re-enlist-
ment, Similarly Ed Coxm, who entered the service about the same time,
would of necessity have to have been more active in SARS than he

has been in FAPA to retain his membership, Nor have I heard Shapire,
or Coslet express their preferences, Peter Graham just ‘got into

SAPS 30 probably has no views at yet, The remaining biapans, Alger,
Bergeron‘ nggs. and McNeil aren't very active in either group,

It's true. I prefer FAPR but I s@e no reason why that eondition
has to be permanent, - It's not an ingrown prejudiee and I stand °
ready to be eonverted any time SAPS improves suffieiently. And,
meanwhile I shall do my best to help it do so, - But it is only fair
to wain in advanee that my sapszines will be little, if any, 4if=
ferént from my fapazines, I may adopt a slightly mere. personal
apprdach since SAPS is a more pérsonal group but that will bé about
a8l, 1 am not a natural humorist, and while I won't hesitate to
ineludé . something along that line if I think it sufficiently good
and amu=ing to others, I shall make no attempt to force my material
into a humorous vein anyway, as too many SAPS d¢, one of my long-.
‘standing objeetions, While I will réad and tremendously engoy Lee -
- Jacob's fan-gsatires and any other of a similarly high calibre, I
shall continue to regard the vast majority of thesé as unspeakably
dismal and certainly have no intention of writing any, myself,

During the recentipast I have done pieces for FAPA on my horr-
ified reactions upon discovering one of my admired friendsin fandom
was an ardent admirer of Senator McCarthey (which started a contro-
versey still bubbling altho. I. dropped out of it some months ago,

- ‘myself), on an involved system I use to buy a portion of my phono-
-graph record collectlon, an even more involved plan I had devised



te set up along the lines of FAPA and SAPS, but instead of pub’isk.
ing magazines about the fantasy fandom field this group would heve
eirculated recorded tapes containing material relatlng to jazz. and
a piece analyzing just what a stuffed shirt is, why he is that way,
and my conslusions that he was more admirable than citherwice,

U ehie¥1 contirue to do this mort cf piece, Ii ¥ feel in the
mood tc write an article ci cthe freudian significance of Heinlein's
heroines or the reasgcn why every good i2an should go right out anad
join the N3F, I shall write the article but it will appear in some
gubzine er in one of my subzine colvmns. Why waste in on an apa
when the suhiknes can't find enough of this to keep them going?

And when thers is d dearth of aglateur articles on other subje cts
which only the apa's can fill, X believe I said both in the begine~
ning and at the close of the letter I wrote about the 25th mailing,
that SAPS was just 'too damn fannishk' for my tacte, I recognize that
ethers may aporeciate this but I operate on the theory that the

®west policy is to write what one enjoys reading, Not that this

gort of article is unknown in SAPS; far from it, But it has been

in the majority in SAPS while dominant in FAPA.

I'm afraid you won't find ardent fannish lingo pepping up in
my magazines either; some fan-coined war de make good linguistie
gense ~- BNF, neofan; space-opera,,...all of these say briefly and
with clarity something complex, But don't you honestly find it rath-
er a bit exapgerated to carry fannish jargon so far as to put an
extra '1!' intc the word sip? Nor will you find any fainish god exhal-
ted in the pages of The INSTDER. I find "The Birchbark Bible" amus-
ing in the extreme, bt white I find ardent devotion to Gku, Foo TFof,
or Roscog a2 trifle silly ard definitely a waste of time I have no
active animue tow=ard them. Put plesse don't expsel me to join In,...
(if I-wee to pick.a PHannie=h goa it would doubtless be Foo Foo, since
he seems to be singularly lacking in worshippers today and I rather
feel sorry for him),

Well, at the moment that seems to pretty well say it, I confie
dently look forfard, after this article apvears, to being the most
cussed newcomer to SAPS since Gertrude Carr laid down the rules by
which 8APSzines should be published in her first mag, (How'm I
doin, Wrai,....ccme now, don't tell me you! re regrelting that year
and a half of effort, already})

THE 26th_ ﬂAILING IN RETROSIECT
(I should explain here, as 1 recently did to FAPA, why I no longer
review all nagavlne I have decided there is u» poin% in saying
anythlng uniess I hava somethiisg to say, Therefore ii Jcur inggazine
is not mentioned it is for one of twe reasous, Either I enjoyed your
magazine but am inspirec vo make ne commens on it or I didn't enjoy
it but have no constiructive suggesticns to offer,....and if I haven't
why should I needlessly hurt your feelings, Sorry to depzive the rest
of you of hard-earned egoboo but scme magazines simply incepire me to
no eloquence, whatsoever,)

ARCHIVES~-I'm afraid I can't say I either 'hate' or like English
cartoons, They've always impresced me, 2t best, as a way to break
up an expanse of type and, at worst, as a waste of space. Since Thur-



Yer's huge suecess, there has besn a vogue foy srude, unskilled
drawings, However, it wae the Thwmber person»ality which shows .
threw. in thece whioh made them so delightful, not their erudeness,.
and, alas, very few of us have a unique Thurber-type personslity.
That Lee Hoffman has a good deal of the same unique style in essence
is the reason why her Thurber-ss$yled drawings were so succéssful and
vhy everyone's else (in fandom, that is) have been mso notably dull,

BALLARD CHRONICLES=~-Definitely inferior te "Redd Boggse, Superfan®

missed the firet installment of this so ecan't compare to that)
but tremendously enjoyable, nevertheless, although my enjoyment
was tempered slightly by page 2 being blank,

THE BRONC--The story by James White in the Oct, ish is the produet
of the Belfast White, It's his second published story, ZFirst
eppeared in the very fine British mag, NEW WORLDS, which ig better
than any but three or four of the Arme rican magazines.se.s...can't
underctand your reactions to Eastern scenerpy, After having been
born and bred in the West my reactions upon firet seeing the highly
publicized scenery of the Fast was about that of a person who looks
at a picture postecard ~fter being used to the real thing. They've
got everything done in miniature,.

CREEPe-A gad disappointment after that marvelous firet issue but I
Buess it's expecting too much to ask for you to maintain that level
alYt~ the time, even if the Belfast Walter W, does,

DODO~-By the time thie =2ppe-rs, it will pr6bably be =2 bit late, one
way or the other, to influenee proceedings, but inasmueh as you seem
to définitely have very much a mind and personality of your own, Vee,
I hope you don't drop out,,sss]l agree with Nan that the statem nt
that money will buy anyone, anything, anytime is not true, However,
I would say the statement "Ivery man has his price," is true, DBut
the price isn't always, or not even usually, money, Money doesn't
mean-much to lots of people, But there are other things th=t do,

GEM TONES--% must say, Gertrude, that I think Roger comes out with
the best of it on your exchange, If we are to protest concentra-
tion eamps, ete,, in dietatorial countries it is nothing short of
hypoeritiecal to ignore the onslaught of tyranny in other countries
Just beeruse thesé countries tend to he more admirable, on the whole,
and our close friends, And make no doubt about it, censorship in any
form ig tyranny, The fact that we have it in this ecountry, in some
ingtances legalized, makes it no lecss so, It takes a mind peculiar=-
1y perverted toward the dogma of authoritarianism to advocate censor-
ship, whether the material censored is pornography, birth control
information, cleavage too deep in movies or television, or unpopular
politiecal idens, It is one of the misfortunes of the humsn r=ce that
this is a particularly insidious and subtle part of totalitarianiem
and one that appeals to many otherwise good citizens who are sure
that they know what is best for other people, When I was a small
child two types of pulp magazines were barred from my list of allow=
able reading,..slove magazines bec~use my @ rents considered them
immoral (for a young child, anyway) mnd westerns because they decid=-
ed these were the cause of my nightmares, But by the time I was 10 '’
thece bans were off and from then on I read absolutely anything I
pleased, There were times when my parents disapproved of my choices
but aside from an oeccasional disapproving cluck of the tongue they
never did anything to stop me, Judging from my experience - ™ ..



1

I have concluded the best: possible atmosphere for the developement
of a young mind is to be allowed to read absolutely anything that

comes té hand, no matter how immoral, friveolous, commurist “inzed
(or fantastice.....my parents dlsapproved of the fel.y talea i vead
in grade school¢, or whatever your pet hate may be, this meierial
is. The trash was weeded outb through naturatr selectior fairiy 221y,
At twelve I was reading Shakzepesre's plays witha dalight, S me n=me

bers of my family found it ludictrus that I wernt ‘rom thic e =o0i:
magazines with titles like ASTOUNDING SCIENCE .  TCIION andg T-H!® 10
WONTER STORIES but this was because their own reading exp;rLLl
more limited and they were unable to understand that in scme r:=
the science fietion xxx in these unimpressive looking magszins: we
2 step beyond-Shakespe~re in my reading experience.  Bui g=tlil..r
to Dard and the Australian customs, I agree we are in no position
eriticize,....not because it is not our place to eriticize the laws
and conduct of other countries but because we are living in a glass
heuse vulnerable to return stones, When Hollywood has to film
Somerset Maugham's classic "Rain" with Rev, Davidson as plain Mr,
because nothing derogatory can be said about a minister in a film,
then .we -are hardly in a position to complain about the censorship
policies (also unofficial, like Hollywood's, according te Dard) whieh
happen to be a trifle more severe than ours,

GNAUB=~-Personally I'm going not-so-quietly insane waiting for the
second installment of that fascinating serial which =tarted in
BPACE SF last summer by a gentleman who I believe has a spouse
scattered somewhere in this sterling organization., I predicted

&2 few months back, to one of my correspondents, that if the second
installment lived up to the first this would be the best novel of
the year but if it is it has only four more days to appear, Leoks
14ke either "More than Human" or "Childhood's End" xxa¥im takes the
palm by def»sult,

IGNATZ--In case everyone else hasn't already discovered it you can
read those comments Nancy deleted either by holding the sheet up te
BRe light, or in dificult cases, by scraping the crayon off with yeur
fingernail. I'm an old hand at this busineas of reading things
people decide they don't want you to. Some of my correspondents,
ehiefly Wrai Ballard and Walt Willis, often have second thoughts

and try to obliterate what they've just incautiously said, My
euriosity is such that I always uncover it some way thoughese«s

me and the FBI,........Perhaps I've been misinformed all these years
sbout just #hat serious, constructive fans and zines are like But it
was always my impression that the serious; constructive element eon-
sists of earnest; eager, pollyannalqh f213 who think fandom has a
'Mission®, fans are superior ‘creatures, iT not slans, Bradbury, Hein-
lein, etcc are the propretsef a new w2y cf life, the N3F is the
greatest beon ever confer»ed on fardom, zind that the mote paovle: we
can lure inio fandom e better fandm vill Deqss.in 0ther worzs
diamet“Wcally oppogite to the insurgent® vicwoeint,...apd FATA is °
the last r-=fuge of The insurgentsi Fapa secricus and c-nstroctiveft
Ye gods! It's true that sverycne in ¥AFA coesn't la*or under the
delusion they are humorisis,.,..but en the other h=nd if one took '
a poll of fandom to Find who is gercrally regarded as f- ndcm 5 AP
most amusing writers. Five people' would emerge cn top, TJCAE” wWil-
lis, Hoffman, Burbee, and Blocu (this doesn!t correspond with my

own personal list of tup humcriets, I might add) and four of these
five are FAPAns, These 2re c=vi oug and constructive peopleZ And

I ean't think of any other less 'constructive! group than FarA; most



FAPAns decided long ago there was nothing worth construcwvidg in
fandom, I doubt if you'll find half as much cynicism and dieil-
lusion mmy concentrated any place else in fandom as in FAPA, Of
. eourse, you may not like cyntéism and disillusion, Personally I
"find it stimulating....at least, in this case, T certainly can't
‘accuse SAPS of being serious and constructive ¥wx (I shouldn't be
- applying for membership if I did) but I would say it comes much

.elomer than FAPA; part of what I had. in mind when I teld Ballard
SAPS was 'too damn fannish',

iONCEIIS ENOUGH=--Not neee==arily,

-

. SPACEWVARP--You appreciate the Olivier Hamlet? I presume that telass
east was the Adademy Award winning film version; whieh boered me *~
stiff, Of course the fact that I had about an 80% developed ease-'.
of infiluenza at the time and shivered all through the plcture may .,
have distracted from my enjoyment (2ctuslly I'de have been in bed .

but I was driving through on a long trip and stopring overnight in i«
Pendleton when I found out "Hamlet" was playing. It waes & year and

2 h2lf o0ld then and I couldn't pags up what might be my only,...and
has since proven to be...,..chance to see it), There was a ndisey :
(pardon, noisy) high school crowd there that night too. But I found
it 'dreddfully dull, And I am a Shakespeare enthusiast and more fam-
iliar with "Hamlet" than the general run of his plays. I have a
theory, developed from this and other disappointing experiences,.,.
namely, Shakespeare wrote for the theatre and that is the proper
medium for his work, ' A few years ago I had the pleasure of attend-
ing Ashdtand, Oregon's annual Shakespearean festival, a month long-~
affair put on by a mixed group of amatsurs, professionals, and semi-
pros, originated and run by a College professor and Shakespedrenn ;
expert who is one .of the most brilliant =ectors I've ever seen, The
prlayy are presented in an outdoor theatre in the city park which ig -~
s very plose reproduction of the original theatre (the Globe? I've ‘!
forgotten 2t the moment) on which they were performed. Befqre this
I'd,.apprecinted Shakespeare's plays for the writing, but not as
dramas. On this practically sceneryless stage, so different from =-:!'°
the proscenlum ones we are used to the plays came startlingly alive, "~
Most ammzing to me was "A Midsummer nght'c Dream", For some reag-'"t"
on this play was the one invariably esnossen for us to 'do' whenever--
we studied Shakespeare from the fifth grade on, 1'd read it a :
couple of. times independently and prob=bly know it bette® than any
other.ef WS's plays. I knew, in an abstract manner, that it was

one .of Shakespeare's 'comedies' and our teschers took great pains

to point out to us the various jokes and humorous passages, I could
admire the intricacy of the plot devices but it never actually im-
pressed me as being 'funny'; not funny in the sense that "Charlie's
Aunt" is, or "Arsenie and Old Lace", But what is dead, outdated
Elizabethean prose on a printed page trangsforms into the funniest

play I have ever seen when it is performed on st=ge, The director

of the group (I can't remember his name right now) was an inspired
Bottome,,...ne also managed to be almost equally as good as Jago

and Sir Toby Belch,...2 highly assorted trio, I think you'll agree,
Seeing the Olivier "Hamlet" about six months later confirmed my

views that Shakespeare is as unadaptable to the screen (probably
television, too) as he is to print, although I would like to see

the earlier"Henry V" and Orson Welles extremely conttroversial snd
gsuppressed "Othello" which came out of retirement for a special
two-day engagement in Spokane recently, I under<tand this picture

has done fine business every place it has played but has never been



put into general release becauge the critics slaughtered it, But
then I don't always agree with the critiecs, They've been slaught-
ering Charlie Chaplin in recent years, who I eonsider to be perhaps
the only thoroughly authenticatesd genius, in the field, around today
eevscertainly the most outstanding individual talent among eurrent
living members of the theatre, Most surpgising ef all is that his
genius Ras not suffered, throygh advanecing years, as the erities
elaim and 25 so often happens, He's meraly diverted it inte new
and unfamiliar ehannels, His "Monsieur Verdoux", widely eritieized
and a financial flop almost solely through the offices of Hedda Hope
per,was one of the most imaginative .and provocative films I have
ever seen, No telling whether I'll.even ;get a.chance te view
*Limelight" which has encountered simjlar difficulties, I think
the critics are 1ett1ﬂg polltlcal prejudices dim their vision when
they view Chaplin., ‘It is tragic that politiecal viewpoint can be
confused with talent.;.,.the one is so transient and unimportant
in the long view, the other so immortal..... but, 'twas ever thus,
..ouo--cococ.ooalo.Did you make up those Willle quatralns yeurﬁelf
er are the salvaged from the hundreds of gems about the 1lad written
geme years agoe when he was a vogue?,,....the only reason this stfan
doeen't admit to owning a2 dog is Pecause I think it criminal to keep
s dog locked up all day and have been ~ble to figure out ne satis-
factery method for taking cavre of him while he is young and untrained
during the days when I have fo go to work,,.about the only tie things
I ean remember wanting longer than I've wanted my own dog (whieh
I've never actually had due to some always impossible circumstance),
a cocker spaniel, was my earliest desire for a baby brother (which
I never got although I had big bbPothers and sisters galore,...,six
of them in faet, and the next persistent pne the idea that I should
®e a writer (that's never materialized, either), Looks like I'm
not very good at making wiches, come trué,,.,..0r perhaps I only remem-
ber the unfulfilled ones, Oh, yes, I never got the monopoly set X
whieh headed my @hristmas list year after years as a child, either,
sese.On looking over some of those Willie deals I see you had te
write them, My suspicions were started by Nangy Share's comment
about reading oene of them elsewhere,

Chemistry took Willie's faney

Poured boiling o0il on sister Nanecy
Compared his own skin with his =isters
Said "It doeg produce big blisters,

SPECTATOR-«3ince when does FAPA operate on the basis of 'a page is
a page I'11 have you know when I was producing the half-sisze
WASTEBASLuT I got only half-credlt for each page, In fact one time,
(I think Ceswal was o.e, at the time,...they quibbled so much as to
remove an extra eight or guarter inch fréam the credit I was allowed
on each page because I'd trimmed the edges....altho all that was
trimmed off was margin,)

God Damn!! If it hadn't been for SPACEW/RP I'd have ended these
reviews on the preceeding page. As it 1s, I have another page and
- A part, to fill. Rapp, why do you inspire me to such loquacitw?®?
Does anybody have R. Flaviekx Carson's address, For gome months
I've been holding a check for him, chock-full of endorsements on
the back, It's too full to eign =nd forward to anybody else but

I haven't Barson's address nor hag.it. shown up in the meﬂnt1me, e
thlnk he s been dnactive gince Flfth Fandom., - i wsyp b e



' THE FURTEER ADVENTURDS OF WILLIE

Willle, with joyful abandon
Dropped baby sister in Grand Canyon.

Moether said, extremcly vexed, #ls . -
“Willie, what'll you do next?" B N

. Willie brought in two toy axes =

', Y"Yait'll Uncle George relaxess
Gonna chop 'his wooden leg.
"..That'll take him down a peg."

You should have heard our Susie seream
When Willie drenched her with scalding steam,
Willie chortled, in childish glee
Y "It's the heat, not the humidity."

a1 ey . Willie took ug by -surprise; - meostld kA TER, g,
wRe, Va8 Gouged out both of sister's eyes, - e TN
POk " _Mother muttered, "Sakes =alive, van.av'd oy
B But after a11, he's only five," s b e
s Sometimes illie just sees red, s e .
& . . Once he chopped off Daddy's-head. . .. - . ..
«¢. . .7 'Mother fixed our little sinner, Sl e ol

Sent h1m o bed withoyt ~any dlnner.- it

v -
......

Willie begged for dynamte WURE Ia,

y To use on‘kindergarten that night. TN by it
Mother s=id, "Now don't you tease. .. .- & e 24

Anyway, you must say 'Please' e L ade ey

- Ve A

L W

Grandma slipped, fell, and deceased
On =teps that Willie had well-greased,
Fether snapped, "You got no sense?
o Just think of all the funeral expensel"

Willie went out in the rain,
Derailed the engine of a train.

Said Mother without much elation,
"Well, thet's progrescive education,"

Sorty, Art, if I'm 1ntruding on your pet idea but I needed something
to fill these pages and it has been s6 many years since I last en-

countered Willie that nostalgia for the little darling overswept me
aftd I couldn"t resist, :

Correction to SPACEWARP review: The suppresséd Orson Welles picture - ‘
was not"Othelloy which he made independently in Europe and which has
Just been released. but "Macbeth" a picture he made in this country - ’

for Republic which saw limited release in 1948. §



